
The Beauty of the Church 
Life Group Discussion Guide – September 13, 2026 

 
Big Idea: The beauty of the church isn't that Christians are perfect. The beauty is that Jesus is building 
something beautiful out of imperfect people—and through the church, we get to experience and live out the 
gospel together. 
 
1. Our Longing to Belong 

The sermon began by recognizing a longing we all share: “Do I matter? Does anyone see me? Does anyone 
really know me? And if they knew everything about me, would they still love me?” 

a. What are some places people commonly look for belonging and significance? Why do these 
things ultimately fall short? 

b. How have you experienced the difference between being included somewhere and truly 
belonging? 

 
2. The Beauty of Imperfect People 

“The church isn't a gathering of people who have achieved perfection. It is a gathering of people who have 
encountered a Savior.”  Read Philippians 1:6 and Mark 2:17. 

a. Why is it important that we don't expect the church—or the people in it—to be perfect? 
b. How does knowing that Jesus is still working in us change the way we respond to the 

weaknesses and failures of other Christians? 
c. Where do you personally need to remember that Jesus isn't finished with you yet? 

 
3. When the Church Disappoints Us 

The sermon acknowledged that if we belong to a church long enough, eventually it will disappoint us. 
People will hurt us, leaders will disappoint us, decisions won't go our way, and things we love will change. 

a. Why can it be tempting to leave a community whenever it becomes uncomfortable or 
disappointing? 

b. How can difficult relationships within the church teach us to practice forgiveness, endurance, 
reconciliation, and love? 

c. Is there a difference between a church disappointment that requires healthy boundaries and one 
that simply requires patience, forgiveness, or grace? How might we discern the difference? 
 

4. Living the Gospel With One Another 
The sermon described many tangible ways we experience God's love through other believers: 
encouragement, prayer, meals, grief, celebration, confession, serving, correction, forgiveness, and noticing 
when someone is missing. 

a. Which of these expressions of Christian community has been particularly meaningful to you?  
Can you share an example?  
 

5. Bringing It Home 
The sermon concluded: “I love watching Jesus take lonely people and give them family. I love watching 
Jesus take broken people and make them whole. I love watching strangers become brothers and sisters in 
Christ.” 

a. What is one thing you love about the church? 
b. What is one way you can help make our church a place where people are seen, known, loved, 

and pointed toward Jesus? 
 
Closing Prayer 
Pray for our church to become increasingly a community where: people know they belong, broken people find 
grace and healing, difficult relationships become opportunities for discipleship, Christians genuinely love one 
another, and everything we do ultimately points people to Jesus.  


